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NEWTON-IN-BOWLAND PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Wednesday 22 February 2023 
 

NEWTON- IN-BOWLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 

7.30PM 
 

NOTES 
 
 

1. The Chair welcomed all present who included parish councillors JB, BD, 
RW, RT, SE, RVBC councillor RE, Sergeant K Day and members of the 
public. 
 

2. Declarations of interest – RT declared interest in any business related to 
the HARP project. 

 
3. Minutes and actions from the meeting held 23 November 2022 agreed as 

representative by all members. 
 

4. Matters arising -  see updated actions sheet 
 

5. Sergeant Kevin Day introduced himself and thanked the parish council 
for the opportunity to be at the meeting. He explained that Ribble Valley 
is policed using a ‘hybrid model’ of policing  where PCs are responders 
to 999 calls but also provide neighbourhood policing as well with a team 
of PCSOs and a Rural Taskforce. From March 2023 there will be a 24-
hour dedicated response team in Ribble Valley including a 
neighbourhood police team including PCSOs and the Rural Taskforce to 
look at typical rural crime including theft of plant and machinery and 
high value cars. 
 
A councillor asked if the officer was aware of the ‘Farmwatch’ whattsapp 
group and the officer explained that in Lancashire constabulary police 
are not allowed to be on whattsapp groups. The officer is happy to 
support and will share his contact details via the Clerk.  
ACTION – CLERK TO SHARE EMAIL DETAILS 
 
A councillor asked if the officer was aware of a potential scam in 
Slaidburn involving a survey being conducted. One of the officer’s team 
are involved but no feedback has so far been received as they check out 
the validity of the survey, the councillor pointed out that that the survey 
questionnaire had been collected late in the evening which had alarmed 
old people being targeted. 
 
The officer explained that there was an ongoing problem with sheep 
being dumped on the fell road and others but so far investigations had 
not been able to determine the source of the problem. It was being 
assumed that someone was offering a cheap alternative for collecting 
deceased animals and instead of disposing of them properly, they were 
being dumped. So far none had been identifiable making it difficult to 
catch the culprits. 
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A parishioner brought up the subject of motor bikes going through the 
village in the summer causing concerns over speed and noise pollution 
and asked the officer to include this issue in their policing efforts. 
Another parishioner pointed out that the behaviours of some of these 
road users are anti-social and asked the police to consider engagement 
with them at various cafes and stopping off points in order to explain the 
issues to them. The officer stated that the rural task force are not 
responsible for these issues but if they continue to be a problem that 
they will be addressed. 
 

6. RE saved her update to be included in item 13. 
 

7. RS was not present at the meeting and so did not provide his update. 
The Clerk had been expecting a call from Neil Stevens in advance of the 
meeting in order to update on HARP but that call had not  been 
forthcoming. 
 

8. Councillors approved the following payments: 
i. Clerk £100 (to pay) 

ii. Ink cartridges £29.99 (reimburse clerk) 
iii. Replace chq no 100569 £19.16 (village hall hire) unpaid by 

Barclays  
iv. Over 60s party £144 (village hall) 
v. RVBC £630.63 for grass cutting 2022-2023 

 
ACTION – CLERK TO ISSUE CHEQUES 

 
9. The Chair noted the bank accounts as follows: 

a. Community account as at 29 Nov 2022  £1413.65 
b. Community account premium as at 14 December 2022  £5238.29 
c. Lengthsman as at 14 April 2022  £695.00 
d. Lengthsman account premium as at 14 December 2022  £502.99 

 
10. Precept - £1500 received from RVBC 

  
11. Planning  

a. 3/2022/1094 land adjacent to Hawthorn Cottage, Slaidburn Road, 
BB7 3EB – passed 

b. Consultation on planning application 3/2023/0123 Burnhouse 
Farm, Back Lane, Slaidburn BB7 3EE – no comments 
 

12. Parish Council Liaison meeting (JB) 
a. The Chair noted receipt of Minutes from the meeting Parish 

Council Liaison meeting dated 2 February 2023. 
b. Next Parish council liaison meeting to be held 6 April 2023 at 

6.30pm – JB to attend 
 

13. HARP 
     The Chair explained that he had received various correspondence 
     about the HARP project including concerns from parishioners about 
     changes to the haulage route through Newton which had come to light 
     following the recent publication of the inserted document: 
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      The RVBC councillor explained that there is to be a special planning 
      meeting on 9 March specifically to discuss planning applications 
      3/2021/0660 AND 3/2021/0661 but to be aware of the rules for attendance.      
      There can only be one speaker for an objection but there can be a  
      representative from the parish council and one other and warned that  
      application to attend should be made in order that the council can 
      accomodate those wishing to attend. 
 
      The Chair noted that the first consultation with parishioners had been held     
       in 2019. The Chair noted that queries had been raised about why the  
      existing tunnel could be refurbished as an option and UU had advised the 
      flow could not be turned off to facilitate that.   
 
 
       The Chair invited a parishioner to speak about his findings and the paper 
       that he had presented to councillors. The parishioner explained that he 
       had lived in Hodder Valley for over 20 years, his family had grown up in the 
       valley and that his son and partner live in Slaidburn additionally that his 
       wider family had farmed in Dunsop Bridge since 1906. This parishioner is a 
       Chartered Civil Engineer and had recently had more time to consider the 
       HARP project in more detail.    
 
       The parishioner stated that local people are aghast at the potential of this 
       project for the destruction of this place. Local people feel outnumbered 
       and that their voices do not count against this massive infrastructure 
       project which is about to go to planning at RVBC. He stated the United 
       Utilities (UU) had only started to engage with the community in 2019. 
 
       This parishioner stated that UU had considered different options and then 
       in 2019 submitted for planning using the normal protocols for any planning 
       application. This particular planning application is one of seven  
       submissions over different planning authorities.  
 
       This project however, is not a normal application in as much as it affects 
       an an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and as such has to 
       follow the National Planning Policy Framework which states: 
 ‘permission should be refused for major developments’ 
 
       The policy does allow for exceptional circumstances but explains that it  
       should consider three tests: 
 

1 Assessment of impact on the local economy 
2 Assessment of how this could be achieved outside of 

the AONB 
3 There should be as assessment of impact on the 

environment and recreational impact on the 
community 
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The parishioner does not consider that these three conditions are 
satisfied in this planning application and in particular pointed out that no 
visitors will want to visit the Hodder Valley once the third largest 
construction site in the country is based in Newton. 
 
The parishioner considers that RVBC will be acting unlawfully if they 
pass this application and that RVBC should be asking UU to satisfy the 
three conditions listed above.  
 
RVBC have a statutory responsibility to have regard for the AONB status 
and if not they could be acting unlawfully.  
 
It was stated that concerns were being raised about the ongoing viability 
of local businesses should this planning application be passed and in 
particular pubs and the shop which have the benefit of due to them 
being propped up by money coming in from outside the valley and that 
in the future with no visitors, these businesses will probably fold. 
 
It was pointed out that there appears to be a change of routing of 
vehicles through Newton for HGVs with no pre-engineering required and 
that this significant new development requires questions to be raised by 
RVBC about mitigation. 
 
Another parishioner raised the issue about construction traffic coming 
through Newton for nine months to build the bailey bridge is not really 
necessary as a bailey bridge can be built in a couple of months. He 
pointed out that the haul road from the compound to the river will be 
huge including embankments and cuttings that are not shown in the 
drawings. 
 
There were further comments about other changes not previously 
presented to the community including a large car parking area, convoys 
requiring road closures and extended shift times. 
 
A question was raised as to whether parishioners should be challenging  
the suggested new rout 1E. 
 
ACTION – KS TO DRAFT PARISHIONER EMAIL FOR THE CHAIR 
 
It was stated that passing this planning application would be reckless 
and that there had been no consultation on alternatives to replacing the 
supply and its impact on the ANOB.   
 
The AONB only has a small population and so it is difficult to be heard 
against such a large project however, that is the reason that the area is 
protected by legislation. 
 
The parishioner requested the Parish Council to engage with RVBC to 
make these concerns known. 
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ACTION – KS TO SEND DS DOCUMENT TO NICOLA HOPKINS ON 
BEHALF OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – councillors in full agreement – 
proposed by BD and seconded by RW 
 
There followed a discussion about who is best placed to present 
concerns on behalf of the parish at the planning meeting on 9 March and 
it was unanimously decided that DS would represent the parish council. 
Proposed by BD and seconded by RW. 
 
ACTION – KS TO EMAIL NICOLA HOPKINS TO ADVISE THIS 
 
ACTION – KS TO EMAIL PARISHIONERS WITH THE LINK TO RVBC 
PLANNING WEBSITE AND MP EMAIL ADDRESS IN ORDER THAT ALL 
ARE FULLY INFORMED OF THE TRAFFIC GOING THROUGH NEWTON 
AND HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBJECT Proposed BD and seconded 
RW. 
 
A parishioner explained that he has a meeting with our MP scheduled for 
Saturday at which he will explain the understanding that this planning 
application might be unlawful in that it does not appear to satisfy the 
National Policy Framework test. 
 

14. Correspondence 
a. Quaker burial ground – parishioner is happy for parish council to 

engage a lengthsman to help with the groundwork. A parishioner 
to meet with him on Thursday 2 March.  
ACTION – KS TO DISCUSS WITH POTENTIAL LENGTHSMAN  - 
proposed BD seconded JB 

b. ACTION – KS TO APPLY FOR FUNDING THROUGH AONB 
c. Noted that the Clerk has requested to be added to mailing list to 

be notified about LCC road repairs within the parish 
d. Noted receipt of risk assessment for coronation events 

ACTION – KS TO FORWARD TO VILLAGE HALL 
e. To note meeting of best kept village ACTION  - KS TO THANK FOR 

INVITATION BUT NO ATTENDANCE 
f. Noted that the police have requested information regarding the 

dumping of sheep on the fell road and the clerk has circulated 
their email 

g. Noted that SPIDs are being made available ACTION – KS TO 
MAKE ENQUIRIES 

h. Changes to voting procedures – ACTION – KS TO NOTIFY 
PARISHIONERS 

  https://www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/photo-id-youll-need  
i. Noted receipt of Flood hub survey 
j. Received LCC Parish and Town Council newsletter 
k. Received information from War Memorials Trust conservation – 

ACTION - BD to follow up 
 

15. Highways 
a. Noted that LCC do not consider the parking at the end of Back 

Lane to be illegal as the 10 meter rule is only advisory and that 
they will not be taking any action. LCC do not advise bollards to 
be placed in this vicinity as it will make road user park in other 

https://www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/photo-id-youll-need
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areas of the village and effectively move the problem elsewhere. 
ACTION – KS TO ARRANGE SIGNAGE FOR END BACK LANE AND 
NEAR TO POST BOX 

b. Water leak – thanks to RS for assistance in sorting 
c. Ongoing gritting issues. LCC have clarified their gritting policy is 

only to grit those designated as primary routes and to leave grit 
out for secondary routes; they will grit secondary routes only if 
time and rsources permit. ACTION – RE to discuss with RVBC the 
possibility of reinstating previous arrangements where grit is left 
for farmers and they grit the secondary routes when asked by 
RVBC 

 
16. AOB 

a. Noted - Public liability insurance due 1 June 2022  
b. Noted key dates for local elections: 

i. 13 March 2023: Provisional date for information sessions 
for prospective candidates 

ii. 27 March 2023: Last date for publication of notice of 
election 

iii. 4pm on 4 April 2023: Nominations close 
iv. 17 April 2023: Last date to register to vote in the election 
v. 5pm on 18 April 2023: Last date to apply for a postal vote 

vi. 25 April 2023: Publication of notice of poll 
4 May 2023: Election-day 
ACTION- KS TO CIRCULATE NOTICE OF ELECTION OF 
COUNCILLORS TO PARISH ONCE NOMINATION FORMS 
ARE RELEASED. 

vii. Noted funding offer for coronation celebration. The Village 
hall will be holding a combined event with the duck race 
and BBQ on the 8th May   

c. Noted funding offer for coronation celebration  ACTION – KS TO 
APPLY FOR FUNDING AND BD TO ADVISE VILLAGE HALL THAT 
£200 IS AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE A CLOCK  

d. Noted ongoing banking issues – awaiting resolution with Barclays 
to amend the mandate 

e. Ongoing issues about dog mess left in fields which is affecting 
the health of livestock and owners to keep dogs on leads ACTION 
- KS TO SPEAK TO RVBC ABOUT THEIR CAMPAIGN AND TO 
FIND OUT WHO THE DOG WARDEN IS IN ORDER TO MAKE 
CONTACT AND CONTACT DEFRA ABOUT INFORMATION ON 
DOG CONTROL ORDERS 

 
 ACTION – KS TO RESEARCH WHAT POWERS THE PAISH COUNCIL 
             HAVE REGARDING ISSUES ABOVE 
 

f. ACTION – KS TO CONTACT RVBC ABOUT THE 20MPH WORKING 
PARTY 

g. A parishioner brought up issues associated with Curlew Farm 
including: tarmac not completed, issues around the footpath 
becoming inaccessible and slurry not being contained with 
potential of contaminating the water course ACTION – KS TO 
INVESTIGATE ON BEHALF OF THEPARISH COUNCIL 
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h. Concerns raised about the state of the roads in Newton – ACTION 
– KS TO CONTACT SLAIDBURN PARISH CLERK TO SEE IF THEY 
HAVE ENGAGED A ROAD SWEEPER 
 

17. Date of next meeting – 17 May 2023 at 7.30 in the village hall 
 
 
 
 


